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Pair your
travel
personality
with island
character
and find

your
perfect
vacation
spot.

BAHAMAS
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beach-lovers to Taino, one of Grand Baﬁarna‘s
‘loveliest stretches of sand. The Herrnitage
beiaw, is Cat Islar!d s main attraction.
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The Miami Herald

‘;‘; cays, the Bahamas poses a quandary along with
its inherent allure: How in the name of Bahama

whtuledduwnmﬂmsewnh

Pmonalitym‘lbuaream and own a dozen
Columbia fishing shirts in various colors and sleeve
lengﬂ:s.muemownﬁiﬁ,andmdeckshoesmdl
mﬁmmmmﬁfemmm&m
~ and a six-pack.
YbnrlslandmidxCentmlAndmsIslmd.

 Cargill Creek is légendary for its fishing packages. Small
HoPeBayLodgﬁeﬁakxgnodmofbothdnmmd
anglers.
Mgh.ﬂ&mdﬁmgmms@tﬁmntndebmhﬁn—
dmsvacanﬂﬂmg,andmmwtheislmdmnbem
adventure that requires a layover in Nassau. Most resorts
provide their own meals and entertainment, but Andros
. Townand Fresh Creek do offer some alternatives near the

 Personality Type: You like pizza and foie gras (not to-
s@‘w‘ Ty 111 P A "-pj.l. . “‘W
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BREAK OUT THE BUBBLY: Celebrating the big day in the
deep blue makes for an inimitable ceremony, like
this one by Stuart Cove's Dive in Nassau.

Island-style weddings,
honeymoons and
secluded getaways

H Don’t just stand on ceremony. In the Caribbean,
you can also swim on it, stroll on it, even fly on it.

MELANIE REFFES
Special to The Miami Herald

‘Whether you're still smitten with an old flame or igniting

couples weddings
mbosmthealwnysmmnucmsetback&op, says Hugh
Riley,i tic and secretary of the Barba-
dos-bnsedCa:ibmewnm jzatio

Garibbeanlspamd:sefoundfmbndesaﬂd

gmomssam
. their I Do’s on the beach, honeymooners in search of a ham-

mock in the shade, and couples just wanting to get away from
the nine-to-five.

SOMETHING BLUE

- Whetherit's aboard a catamaran or presided over by a PA-
DI-certified diving preacher, the big day in the deep blue
mabmﬁ&ranmmﬂemmomlnﬂmtheplmat
Stuart Cove’s are experts at underwater wedd
= TURN TO ROMANCE, 4J
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Trends change
hotel costs an

ambience

B From the disappearance of
bathtubs to the advent of

lectronic check-in, hotelsare -
gradually changing the way they
serve their guests. )

BY BETH J. HARPAZ

Associated Press

- Pump bottle on the shower wall or
individual shampoos and lotions you:
can take home? Luzurious tub for anin-
dnlgutbethornolubatall?&ﬁmndly
greeting from a well-informed local or,
a code transmitted electronically that'
will open your hotel room door with no:
human interaction at check-in'
whatsoever?

Hmm;nmdaﬁisonsomem.

* trends bubbling up in the industry

right now, and how they affect your

stay. J

 Increasing fees: Your hotel bill
may include some unpleasant surpris-
es.Not;nstam-a-dsymmandm
nnyﬁae,whchywpaywhethermnot
you use the tennis courts and pool

byu&heulsmeasedfxvmﬂ:bil-
lion in 2010 to a record $1.8 billion in.
2011, according to new research from
Bjorn Hanson, dean of New York Uni-'
versity’s Preston Robert Tisch Center
for Hospitality and Sports Manage—
ment. Hanson recommends that con-
sumers ask when getting a rate foraho- -

- tel what fees will be added to the bill. If

you're booking online, you may have to
hunt around the listing to see what
might be added to the quoted rate in
addition to taxes.

* Lobbies are social hubs: Color-
ful seating, free Internet service and
trendy cocktail and coffee bars are
helping to turn once-sterile hotel lob-
bies into social hubs. Hanson says
while baby boomers might see the lob-
byasaplaoemmeetatépm.sharpbe-

g out to a p ged res-
mm-am,youngermavelm gather’
mfomallymtheluhby,hangoutﬁxa
while, socialize and take their time
choosing where they'll spend the eve-
ning. They might check email, go on-
line using a cell phone or iPad to.look
for dining recommendations, or try
whatever snacks or drinks are readily
available from the lobby market or bar.

Hilton’s new Home2 Suites extend- .
ed stay brand was launched earlier this
yea:thhabbbywdeﬁsnedm
«TURN TO TRAVELWISE, 7J
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THE BAHAMAS

There’s a perfect island for every personallty

You whmmthehmder's 250rt.CoN
mahngandsetmhuwhm Andros Is} m




trymg new and u.nusual
foods. You can’t wait to
tweet about fresh finds none
of your friends knows about.

Your Island Match: Long
Island

One of the archipelago’s
most undersung, Long Is-
land is also one of its most
old-timey treasures. Its
north end holds a couple of 1
better-known resorts —
Stella Maris and Cape Santa
Maria.

South of there, explora-
tions by rental car will re-
weal such anomalies as old
plantation ruins, caves, an

/ emenmcsheﬂcraﬁarusan,
goat farms, and
a dramatic bhze hole
rimmed by cliffs and beach its
that is the site of a biannual
international free- dwmg

competition.
Best find? The town . o{

O’Neil’s, where the local cal

workforce has been em-

for decades in the art

of hand-plaiting palm

fronds to be sewn into bags,

hats, baskets, and dozens of
souvenirs.

man’s Cay when coming
from or going to the airport.
Although the north end

(50 miles away), it wel-

fly-ins coming to party, re-

lax, and fish, fish, mmad'
[

Ernest
the island famous. He
ﬁshed. guzzled rum,
d and wrote It
in the Stream there, Floridi-
ans today follow pretty
much the same agenda
(maybe not so much the
writing and brawling) in Al-

Bimini's appeal is limited

and ds:iesn‘t come cheaply.
Despite the Florida influ-
enne,ntdoesmmgetﬂhep

its Bahamian identity where
dining is concerned. All the
“downtown restaurants
-and conch shacks in adja-
oent Bailey Town serve lo-

Mostly it's about partying

at the island’s beaches —

less spectaciilar than on ma-
ny of the islands — and fish-
ing. Best party spots: End of
the World Saloon in Alice
Town and Mackey’s Sand

| Bar on South Bimini — both

with floors of sand. Trans-

spe- wrmf..;ofisbybmﬁoonw dancing

For a truer eco-experi- day

ence and better beaches,
hop the Eve-qum.me

Sou:thinifmadayDr'

hook up with the Saunders
bmthexsonNmtthmto
tour the Dolphin House and
learn about Hemm,gway.
Martin Luther King, and lo-

cal history.
The resorts are avidly
or d, from the

ding for fi

small Jodges to the grandi-
ose Bimini Bay. Newest on
the scene, Guy Harvey Out-
post Resort has taken over

305-670-0800

NUEVO MUNDO TRAVEL

. SPECIAL LAND PACKAGES [7)
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specials for New Year
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Birriﬂ wm Mﬂﬁ:ﬁ www.biminibayresort
.com. Low season rates $199 to $348 for studio and two- -
bedroom accommodations; $199 to $499 in high season.

Fernandez Bay Village, 500-940-1905, www.

femmdemay

village.com. Rates $250 to $490 in low season, $280 to

$2,870 in high season.
Grand

Lucayan Bahamas, 855-582-2926, www.grandluca

van.com Low season rates $139 to $169; $189 in high sea-
sw Harvey Outpost Resort, 800-867-4764, wwwb!ggﬂme

clubbimini.com. Low season rates $159 ta $350; high sea-

son $189-to $350.

Hotel Greenwood Beach Resort, 242-342-3053,
www.greenwoodbeachresort.com. Rates $10 to $130

year-round.

Long Island Breeu Hmrl. 242-338-0170, wwwjunglsland
breezeresort.com. Rates $75 to $200 for bungalows to an

apartment. -
One&0nly Ocean Club, 800-321- 3000 www.oneandonly

resorts.com. Low season rates start at $495, high season .
4845,

Pink Sands, Zd? 555-2030 www.pinksandsresort.com.
Off-season rates start at $495; high season rates start at

$750.

cle- Barand Daddy D', or hang-

spires a sense of religious

Cold Kalik and dominoes
at Hazel's is another defin-
ing experience on the island

where Sidney Poitier once’
‘called home. Resorts ‘are

feyy and family-run, until the
new PGA Village opens in
2012, if predictions are accu-
rate. Rates are high at full-
service resorts such as the
popular but ultra-casual
Fernandez Bay Village.
Those looking for surﬁ.l:lg,

ing out at the resort bars. Re-
sort restaurants serve the

Personality Type: Your
favorite fabric is neoprene

-and your favorite bubbly is

the kind that you breathe
out of your SCUBA regula-
tor. You have a hat that says
“Divers do it deeper,” and
like your rum punch with
lots of punch. When you
can’t be under water, you
‘want to be on or near it.

Your Island Match: Aba-
co Islands

Off Abaco stretches the
fourth Jongest barrier reefin
the world. You will find dive
schools and operators on
themnGreatAbonsland

ity stay on the windier sid
Greenwood.

side

- at Hotel

Small Hope Bay Lndge 800-223-6961, wwwsmatlhope
.com. All-inclusive daily rate for adults in low season $235,

in high season $260 to $285.

Bimini Big Game Club.
Personality Type: You

idea of recreation? An all-
spa package.
) Your Island Match: Para-

Island
 Whether you decide to
check in at the Atlantis or
One&Only Ocean Club, you
will find your Zen and zoo-
- mania on Paradise Island. A
short drive or ferry ride

privileged and exciting with
its cathedral-sized casino,
fine dining, duty-free shop-
ping, superlative beaches,
and high price tags:

You can get away with
merely. expensive rooms in
Atlantis’ Coral and Beach
towers. But if you're going
for the gold, check into the
adult-on.ly Cove or sister

perty One&Only. Guests
have pnwleges at both.
Show off those new bikinis
on the beach or around one
of 15 poo.ls between the two

Slip into the stilettos for

‘an over-the-top dinner at

Nobu and an evening party-
ing at Aura, where celebs
such as Mariah Carey, Derek

Jeter, and Samuel L. Jackson
pay $500 or more for a four-
top in the VIP section.

The 171-acre Atlantis has
enough tokeep a person bu-
sy fordaysright on property,

* with dolphin and stingray

programs, golfing at One-
&0Only, a movie theater, and
top-flight dining such as
Bobby Flay’s Mesa Grill and
The Dunes at One&Only,
where a burger costs in the
20s. :

Outside the resorts, the
compact island offers a
small glimpse of local life at
the straw market. At the fer-
ry terminal, a fleet of boats
waits to whisk you to private
islands and snorkeling, dol-
phin, and other watery ad-
ventures.

Personality Type: You
never miss Sunday services
because you love meeting
and talking to people and
that whole religious mys-
tique, You have read every
Dan Brown book and are a
huge Guess Who's Coming to
Dinner fan. You dabble at the

n

Your Island Match: Cat
Island

Cat Island feels like a
homecoming, even if you've
never visited before. Folks
— all 1,800 (counting one
doctor) — are friendly and
happy to share their history

o

Evenat the resorts you eat
Baham:an style on tlns

had been repaired by
mid-September.

Personality © Type:

‘Beach: that’s the operative

word in your vacation plan-
ning. You prefer beaches of
the rich and famous. You
don't care what you have to
pay or how far you have to
travel to be able to post on
Facebook that yousawastar a
on vacation. Besides being a
beach snob, you are also a
food snob. Favorite color?

Your Island Match: Har-
bour Island, North

Camer-‘

aswell

cays.

On Green Turtle Cay, a
ferry hop from the main is-
land, Brendal's Dive Center
(www.brendal.com) has a
its full-service setup. Bren-
dal himself is a legend; he
caters also to snorkelers.

treat
to a Goombay Smash in
New Plymouth at funky
Miss Emily’s Bee Bar, where

-thepotmrummnmcmn

For from-shore snorkel-
ing witha side of rum, takea
ferry trip to Great Guana
Cay and Nippers Beach Bar,

a world-famous

yachtie pit
stop. Herethes:gnahne
tipple is a frozen Nipper
Tri

aguudplacembaseyuu:
saxlmgandlsland
 to the

Jennifer Anist
on Diaz, Susan Sarandon,
Robert DeNiro, Robin Wil-
liams, Sean Penn, Michael
Bolton, Julia Roberts: You're
in good company on the
pink sands of Harbour Is-
land.

Most of the celebs stay at
the Pink Sands resort over-
looking its famous beach,
but any of its handful of de-
signer properties are likely
stalking spots. They come
here, like youi, to get away
from the crowds that make
the easy beeline for the
beach. For regular folks, it
requires a flight from Flori-
da, a taxi ride, boat trans-
port, and agolf cart lift to get

ma]ieruys.

Abaco Beach Resort hasa
full-service marina and dive
shop to facilitate your ob-

It offers p ;

serve typical Bahamian
conch and seafood dishes,
plus a signature fried chick-
en-in-da-bag specialty. Cur-
ly Tail’s is one that breaks
gfe‘moldwirhmnrem'

Chelle Koster Walton is
author of the new Explorer’s



