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A SMART SﬂMMER{DESTINATIOﬂ FOR SOUTH FLORIDA FAMILIES

BY JANET GROENE

cuba diving, boardsailing. offshore sport fishing, eco-tourism,
sandcastle-building. When it comes to sea sports and nature
study, ﬂ;e; Florida K rshme brightest in summer when waters

Left, visitors can climb the
Key West Lighthouse, pHoTor
JANET GROENE Right, Hawk's
-Cay has been a family desti-
nation resort for generations.
There's something here for
EVeryone. PHOTO/HAWK'S CAY
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are warmer and clearer. There’s
a good chance summer rates are
discounted at your favorite fam-
11y zesort, and your fellow travel- -
m-s s are. mmlikely to-be mwy
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. are welcome to go aboard. Snap their

¥ :plchmatthashipswheellnthahaaﬂuf
yaureneverfnrfmmucbaﬂarbmnkip- . the Keys at MM 61, Hawk’s Cay Resort is

5 a 60-acre destination, an upscale family -

most days, afternoon showers.
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pemwuutﬂuetwho umtakeyoubdne
fishing in the flats,. deep—seaﬁshing
othen

frémamﬁn'o pwi&vver wildlife rescue

0 Hifstm'iéspots dot the Keys, too,
goin@“&to days when only ‘a handful of
islands were inhabited and reachable only
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Stop in Tslamorada on the way down for
great seaside dining and ‘a visit to the mas-
. sive Bass ProShop. There's a big selection
of gear for campers, anglers and boaters
plus gifts, sportswear, books, an art gal-
lery, footwear and a sister ship of Pilar,
Hemingway's immortal fishing boat. Kids
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resort favorite for four or more genera-
tions. Accommodations range from over-
size hotel rooms to spacious suites and
villas with up to four bedrooms. Do some
of your own cooking if you like and dine

'in a choice of on-site eateries, including '
- the sophisticated Alma, the Beach Grill -

or Tom’s Harbor House for-steaks and

seafood. Expect all the features of an AAA -
Four Diamond resort; it’s also a member of

the Preferred Hotels & Resorts family.

Kids love the many swimming pools
and the big choice of supervised activities
for groups ages 5 to 8, 9 to 12 and 13 to
17. While other Keys resorts offer chil-
dren’s programs sometimes, Camp Hawk
offers supervised programs daily. There’s
also a spa, Snuba (a cross between snor-
keling and scuba diving), Segway tours,

tennis and tennis instruction. Golf can |
be arranged. The resort has an extensive
‘water sports menu, including self-drive
_equipment, crewed offshore sport fishing
and guided light. taqkleﬁskmg inshore. *
~Marathon, the Keys major settlement
ﬂlospltal supermarkets, hardware store),
‘offers accommodations in all price ranges
plus restaurants, activities, marinas and -
‘much more. Spend a day at 63-acre Crane
Point Museum and Nature Center to hike
the trails, see wildlife, learn about life
‘cyol:esjn the Bungﬂy Garden and see
the hospital where more than 6,000.birds
havn been rescued ‘treated and, where
possible, returned to the wild.

. Island Hoppers helicopter tours leaye
from the Marathon airport for sxghtseemg
the exquisite Keys shorelines, charters, X
lovkmg over the Evergl&des ora trip to
Cabbage Key in Pine Isle Sound. The Ke;

_ has some small Calusa Indian mounds. -

and a historic resort Whem“limch is
mcludad in the flight packnge
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_rada is one of the Keys’ tar-

Robbie’s Marina at Islamo-

pon feeding stations. Buya
" bucket of bait ,and let these
magnificent fish come and
get it. PHOTOUANET GROENE
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Truman's Winter White Hnuse.lt‘s a long
drive to the end of the road, but because
cruise ship stop, many visitors see it with-
out driving the Overseas Highway.

On your first day, take one of the train
or trolley tours even if you've been here
before. Key West is primarily a walking
or bicycling city, so taking a tour first is
good orientation. Besides, drivers’ patter
is-informative and funny. Climb the light-
house. See butterflies in all life stages at
the Key West Butterfly & Nature Conserva-
tory. Take a sand sculpture workshop. Be
on hand for shark and turtle feeding times
at the Key West Aquarium. ¥

Take a seaplane or high-speed ferry
out to Fort Jefferson to explore its dark
dungeons and hear its roistering history.
If you’re on a day trip, bring a picnic and
swim gear. If you want to camp overnight,
plan carefully because everything must be
brought with you.

Sightseeing in Key West could fill
many days, each of them ending with the
funky Sunset ritual at Mallory Square.
There are also endless outdoors and sports
activities, épecial events and temporary
museum exhibits, Through early 2012, a
special exhibit at the Key West Musenm
of Art and History depicts the history of
the railroad that ran the length of the Keys
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from 1912 until it was destroyed in a hur-
ricane that killed hundreds.

A good choice for a family stay in Key
‘West is the elegant, historic 1920s-era
Casa Marina Waldorf-Astoria Resort. It

" has two sparkling swimming pools, a

choice of dining venues, spa, a long list
of watercraft rentals and 1,100 feet of pri-

" vate, sandbox beach. If you have 4 lucky

day angling, the chef will to prepare your
catch for dinner. Another good choice is
the Westin Sunset Key, a separate island
with its own beach, spa, fine dining,

* activities and fully equipped cottages. It's

cumbersome to take the free ferry in and

“out, but the island setting keeps the family
+ together. The key is especially popular for

family reunions. ]
Janet Groene is a professional award-winning

* travel writer. She blogs for campers and RV

travelers at m.campandrvcook.blngspm.com._
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