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CRUISES: DONT MAKE THESE MISTAKES
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CLEARWATER BEACH

\

Some things never change
— they just get a little polish

BY CHELLE KOSTER WALTON
Spacial to The Miami Heraid

Bikini-clad 20-somethings fought it
out in a volleyball tournament in the
gand. Tanned, bare-chested frat
brothers popped tops off cans of cold
beer. A young magicien gathered a

crowd around him on a sidéwalk lead-

ing to the fishing pier. Kids squealed
as they slid out of the jaws of an inflat-
able oversized-shark slide.

Just another spring day in Clearwa-

Clearwater Beach experience without
erasing its character.

Mew upscale hotels and the pedes-
trian-friendly Beach Walk promenade
have made Clearwater Beach look
better, but thankfully they haven't
priced out the fun-lovers and families
who have for decades found their
vacation getaway along this fluffed
stretch of white beach

At the end run of Clearwater
Beach's “Billion Dollar Beach™ reno-
vation, the 17-floor Hyatt Regéncy
Clearwater Beach resort and residen-
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D-B'lEﬂ' OF CLEARWATER
MEW LOOK: The Beach Walk promenade has attracted upscale hotels
and restaurants, but it hasn't priced out budget-minded families.
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~ CLEARWATER BEACH

'.NOt so much change as a good polish '

Beach's

outdoor showers are toppad with cartoonish saa turties.

Sandpezrl’s Caretta on
the Gulf restoorant clearly
takes things that same
direction, Our table for
two faced sunsst
a wall of windows in
elevated, plush diming
rocm. We groaned in plea-
suré over New World
fusion masterpicces:
shrimp blsque topped

with frothed. curry-fla-
vared coconut milk; pan-

seared snapper atop sweet ury and

potatoes with plum sauce
and rian empanadas
with avocedo salsa verde.
Between goOUrses we soug-
gled on the long, cush-
joned booth in the after-
glow of the sun.

Like Sandpearl, the

newer, peach-toned Hyatt

CHELLE NDSTER WALTORSTON ToE ikl sESALD
s WHAT'S NEW: |he Hyatt Regency offers a view of Clearwater's Billion Dollar Beach,” above, AL righl,

_dn‘tn' for the discriminat-

Regency steps up the lux- ing

romance factor on
Clearwater Beach, where
traditional Iud'ﬂn; had
been defined in the past by
mom-and-pop motels lin-
ing the bay. The mom-
pops have stayed for the
most part, making it a one-
destination-fits-all kind of

Frenchy's still reigns
first for seafood, whether
you want-to enjoy it bare-
foot on the beach or at its
origlnal streegt-corner
lecaticn.

A short drive off the
beach along the Route 60
causeway toward the

mainland, Island Way
Grill has been around for a
good while serving Pacific
Elm-gtyle grilled meats
and aeafood in & buay,
ultra-modern designer set+

The restaurant is close
ta one of Clearwater
Beach's top atiractions,
the Clearwater Marine
Aguarium, 2 longstanding
rehab facility that lends
the destination & valusbla
eco-focus, with its boat
tours and dolphin and sea
turtle programs.

On the mainland, Clear-
water in big eity, but the
past year's efforts to
brightan its dowatown
core have made lt, too,
more inviting,

Specialty shops and a
nice variety of restaurants
draw visltors to lts Clewe-
fand Street District, host
Lo a Wednesday farmer's
market and Fourth Friday
evenings of music, food
amd actiel
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" 'Or so It seemed on our
vecent weeksnd, when
wncationers flled practi-
cally evary one of the
Hyatt's 250 generously
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kitchens and ses-view bal-
conles

The Hyatt's spa and
SHOR restaurant, over-
looking the besch and
serving creative grilled
seafood (try the ricotta
pancakes for breakfest),
complete Clearwater
Beach's new profile.

OM THE BEACH

Clearwater Beach has
traditionally maintalned &
réeputatisn for its barafoot
frivolity: valleyball com-
petitions, a bustling
marina fillad with water-
sports of every sort and an
sward-winning, action-
filled beach

Beach gentrification
has actuwally improved
upon the bast gualities.
The brick-paved Beach
Walk makes & day at the
beach easler and more
pleasant for everyone,
from eyclists to the diss-
bled. Outdoor showers
topped with cartoonish
sed turtles add whimsy,
while artistic seashell
pccents and a glant sundial
deflne a new distincibon

The Beach Walk links
o sidewalks along other
resort azes streets to maks
foot pavigation the best
way to explore local shops
selling everything from
beach toys end togs to art
by Florida artist Christo-
pher Still, wha creatad
two striking sea-themed
paintings for Sandpearl's
lobby.

DIMING STANDOUTS

On up-snd Mandalay
Avenue, Bob Helleman's
Bescheomber restaurant
hed served since 1943 as

dining choice and contin-
ues to dish up its wide
variety of specialiies, from
fried chicken to veal pic-
cata for the dress-and-go-
oat crowd.

With the addition of
Hyatt and Sandpear] gig-
aature restznrants, dining
upscale choices have
expanded. Bobby's Bistro |
& Wine Bar, of the same
family a8 the Beach-

comber, {5 another new |

popular choice along Man-
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Gelting there: Cle=rwater = a 285-mile drive fram dawr-
towwn Miami along =75, <275 and the Sunthing Skyway Bridge
meross Tampa Bay, For those whoorefer ta fly, Americanand .«
Continental fig onsian fo Tampa; Splot, Southwestand Cor-
tinenial fly nenstop from Fort Lauderdale, o fight ol about an &
hour, Tempa International Airport i abaut 20 mifes fram 3
Cizarwater Beach. Roundtiip airfare starts at §139 from Fort
Lauderdale, $231 fram Miami for & mm
WHERE TO-STAY

Hyatt Ragency Clearwates Beach, 3001 5 Gulhvisw Bivd,
TI7-173-3672; hitpe/clearwaterbeach hyatt com.
rediart strass the sireet from mebmhﬂhﬂmmlm A
Inclding sma, faness canter, restaurants ard full Ktcheis in =
all sultes. Ir-season Tates start of $265. off-season Bt 5175,
Sandpesr| Resont, 500 Mandsay Ave. BT7-T26-311
wiww.sandoearl corn, Devated tg the environment, art and
b i e B T PR T e
saazon, $769 in sansan
WHERE TO RAT

Bob Heflman's Beachcomber, 447 Mandatay Ave.
ToT-442-4144, hitips/ hedimansbeachcombar.cam, Lumch and
dinner, Dimner éniress $12-530,

Carettn on the Guif. Sandpsarl Resort, B77-726-3T1
www tandpaari.oom. Serves beeakfast, lunch dnd dinnerin a
trapical fusion vein. Dinrer 2ntreey §21-542,

Frenchy's Rockaway Grill, 7 Rockawey 5t T27-445-4544;
www; frenchysonline.com. Beach shack pimesphers with
grilled seaford andl sandwiches. Lunch End dinner. Entreas
$8-511.

Istaned Way Grilk, 20 [sland Wy, 727-S51-65TF, wwwls
\andweygrill.cam, Difmar ang Sunday brunch. Entrees §10.95
$39.85.

Tive Original Freachy"s Calé, 41 Baymant St TI7T-446-
3507 www franchydsoniine.cam, Casial with indoor ard out-
doar sesting. Lunch and dintier. Sanowiches and ssafood
plattars §7-315.

SHOR. st Byatl Fegency, 727-313-154 ; ittooclearnter
beact histtcam. F ing American grill cuisng for braakfast,
lunch and dinner, Dinner entrees $18-526.

INFORMATION
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5t Petershurg Clearwater Convention & Visltars Bureal,
A77-352-1224; www FloridasSeach fom,

Clearwater Beach Chacnber ol Commerce. E38-793-195,
wiwnw beachohambsar Sam
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